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TAKEISHI Ko6zaburd’s Marble Relief in the Former Residence of LEE Eun in
Tokyo

KO Seong-Jun

The aim of this article is to summarize the results of fieldwork carried out on May 12, 2011 upon the marble relief
made by Takeishi Kézabur6 hung on the left wall of entrance way of the of former Tokyo residence of Lee Eun.

Takeishi K6zabur6 (5.1877 in Nagaoka, d.1963 in Kamakura) was the first student of the carving course of the
sculpture department of Tokyo Fine Arts School, and from 1901, he studied at L'académie royale des beaux-arts in
Brussels.

The Lee residence was constructed in 1930 as a residence of Lee Eun (.1897 in Seoul, d.1970 in Seoul), the
last crown prince of the Korean Lee dynasty, who lived in Tokyo. The building was used as a facility of the Akasaka
Prince Hotel after World War II until March 2011, and is now designated as a tangible cultural property by the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government. Takeishi’s relief is comparatively large (2.88.6cm, w.197.7cm, d.11.0cm), and signed “K.
TAKEISHI 1930.” On the relief are depicted nine putti or amorini playing with garlands, which could be considered a
symbol of fertility or prosperity as a whole.

Upon closer observation, it is possible that the faces of the putti or amorini had specific models. It is plausible that
the models are Lee Eun and his wife LEE Bang-Ja (princess NASHIMOTO Masako), and his sons LEE Jin and LEE Gu,
but there is no clear evidence for identification. It is not yet known who commissioned the order for a relief to Takeishi,
but there are two possibilities: MINAMI Jir6, an old friend of Takeishi who would become the Governor General of
Korea, and industrialist SHIBUSAWA Eiichi, who had a strong influence on Shimizu-gumi, which was involved in the

construction of the residence.

(Assistant Curator, The Niigata Prefectural Museum of Modern Art)



