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Sculptor TOBARI Yukio’s Works and Activities in Korea under Japanese Rule
KO, Seong-Jun

The aim of this article is to compile the history and works of the sculptor TOBARI Yukio (b. Fukuoka 1908 — d.
Niigata 1998) and correctly place his career and works in the context of East Asian modern art history. Tobari is well
known for his career in the Japan Fine Arts Exhibition (Nitten) and is famous for his work “Statue of Theodor von
Lerch” (1960) installed at the peak of Mt. Kanaya in Joetsu, Niigata. However, his carrier in Korea during the Japanese
colonial period (until 1945) was hitherto unknown. Fortunately, a scrapbook made by Tobari himself was inherited by
his son, and the information from the articles and photos in the scrapbook is of great assistance in studying Tobari’s
carrier and works in Seoul during the colonial period.

Tobari graduated from the sculpture course of the Tokyo School of Fine Arts and his works were accepted three
consecutive times for the Imperial Art Exhibition (7eiten). The news of his acceptance to the Teiten was also
broadcasted widely in Korea, and when he returned to Seoul, many people commissioned statues from him. On the
other hand, Tobari participated in the Chosun Art Exhibition (Senten, Chosun Mijeon) and got many prizes from the
Governor-General of Korea for his works such as “Three Heroes in the Shanghai Incident”, “Patriot Mr. LEE Won-
Ha”.

Until now, the main focuses of study in the field of Korean modern art history have been Korean artists and the
system of the Chosun Mijeon. On the other hand, however, Japanese artists active in Korea, such as Tobari, were
ignored not only by Korea but also by Japan. Considering his carrier, it could be said that Tobari is one of the essential

artists in the history of Korean modern sculpture along with his contemporaries KIM Bok-Jin and KIM Geong-Sung.

(Assistant Curator, the Niigata Prefectural Museum of Modern Art)



