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The Beginning of Woodcuts by Kéthe Kollwitz
KIRIHARA, Hiroshi

In the middle of her already established artistic career, famous German printmaker, draftsman and sculptor,
Kithe Kollwitz [1867-1945] dared to use a new technique of printmaking; woodcut. It is widely known that the
inspiration behind this attempt came from viewing the woodcuts of contemporary sculptor and printmaker Ernst
Barlach [1870-1938] in an exhibition held in June of 1920. Comparing her woodcuts style with his style, the similarities
are not particularly noticeable; rather the differences and originality of each are remarkable. She was never directly
affected by the style of Barlach’s woodcuts, although she praised his works, sculptures, drawings, and lithographs for
long time. In addition to the inspiration from her contemporary, some other causes moved her to attempt this new
technique. In this paper, I describe the internal and external reasons, her situation around 1920, her mutual relationship

with Barlach, influence of future generations of artists, and the history of woodcuts around 1900.

(Curator, the Bandaijima Art Museum)
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