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Maurice Utrillo Exhibition Seen from “Impression Cards”

IZAWA, Tomomi

A great number of people visited the Maurice Utrillo exhibition held at the Niigata Prefectural Museum of
Modern Art from July 10th through August 25th, 2010. In the exhibition room, there was a corner set up where
visitors could freely write their impressions on cards. [ studied what visitors had written on the cards to search for
trends in how people received and responded to the Utrillo exhibition.

At total of 778 impression cards were collected, 757 of which gave impressions of the Utrillo exhibition. There
were seven major trends in the impressions. A lot of visitors were interested in Utrillo’s turbulent life and the
expression in his art, and saw the exhibition in relation to themselves. And Utrillo’s popularity and his reputation was
one of the factor that attracted many visitors to the museum.

Through setting up the impression card corner, it was easy to understand visitors’ interests and what they
appreciated. It is important to hear visitors’ “voices” like this in order to develop attractive exhibitions and related

events. | hope to do more interactive events such as this in the future.

(Assistant Curator, The Niigata Prefectural Museum of Modern Art)
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