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Abstracts

Thoughts About TSUDA Shinobu’s Ornament in shape of Phoenix: referring to

TSUDA Shinobu Exhibition in August 2010
FUIJITA, Hirohiko

The Niigata Prefectural Museum of Modern Art owns the work Cast Bronze Ornament in shape of Phoenix
created by Tsuda Shinobu. Born in Sakura City, Chiba Prefecture, Tsuda Shinobu (1875-1946) was a metal craft artist
who is widely acknowledged as a pioneer of modern metal crafting in Japan. He is attributed with leading the world
of modern metal casting while also working to help budding artists develop as a professor at the Tokyo School of Fine
Arts (now the Tokyo University of the Arts). In August 2010, the first formal solo exhibition in Japan featuring Tsuda’s
works was held at the Sakura City Museum of Art. During the exhibition, the influence of Modernism on Tsuda was
reconsidered. The new interpretation suggested that Tsuda didn’t necessarily try to create modern artistic crafts.
Responding the new understanding of Tsuda as an artist presented by the Sakura City Museum of Art, this study was
conducted in order to reevaluate the value of Tsuda’s piece owned by this museum with reference to the historical
factors which affected modern artistic craftwork during the Taisho and Showa periods (1912-1988), as well as Tsuda’s
understanding of modern artistic crafts. This study presents the new viewpoint that Tsuda created this ornament not

for the purpose of returning to tradition, but to raise the popularity of modern art among general public.

(Curator, the Niigata Prefectural Museum of Modern Art)
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